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Brief Points 

• Senior Review of 10 Earth Science “Extended” Missions is 
complete 

• Aqua and AIRS are in excellent health 
• From the HQ perspective, AIRS is doing a splendid job 
• We need to focus on the next NRC Decadal Survey 
• NASA Weather Focus Area Workshop was held April 7-9, 

2015 
• CIRAS was one of four projects selected by  In-Space 

Validation of Earth Science Technologies (InVEST) Program 
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2015 Senior Review Guidance for Aqua 

 
 
 
 
 
Earth Science Focus Areas. 

The Aqua proposed mission extension is rated as Low Risk. Four of Aqua’s six 
instruments continue to perform very well, maintain redundancy, and appear 
able to support the proposed mission extension period. The spacecraft bus is in 
excellent condition and should be fully functional well past the mission extension 
period. The risk for a four-year mission is expected to be higher. 
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NASA Weather Focus Area Workshop 
Preliminary Result, April 7 – 9, Arlington, VA 

• About 80 people attended the 
two and a half days NASA 
weather focus area workshop 

• Top phenomena: 
 Extreme events 

• Top observations: 
 high res wind profile obs in all 

weather 
 high res temp and moisture profiles 
 Atmosphere – Land fluxes 

• Top system capability 
development 
 advanced DA (including coupled) 
 high res global models 
 OSSE 



Comparison of AIRS and CIRAS 
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Summary 

• Senior Review of 10 Earth Science “Extended” Missions is 
complete 

• Aqua and AIRS are in excellent health 
• From the HQ perspective, AIRS is doing a splendid job 
• We need to focus on the next NRC Decadal Survey 
• NASA Weather Focus Area Workshop was held April 7-9, 

2015 
• CIRAS was one of four projects selected by  In-Space 

Validation of Earth Science Technologies (InVEST) Program 
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